Gay men, Grindr, and the racialisation of 'desire as sexuality': a psychosocial investigation by Reilly, Dominic James
BIROn - Birkbeck Institutional Research Online
Enabling Open Access to Birkbeck’s Research Degree output
Gay men, Grindr, and the racialisation of ’desire as
sexuality’: a psychosocial investigation
https://eprints.bbk.ac.uk/id/eprint/45864/
Version: Full Version
Citation: Reilly, Dominic James (2020) Gay men, Grindr, and the racial-
isation of ’desire as sexuality’: a psychosocial investigation. [Thesis]
(Unpublished)
c© 2020 The Author(s)
All material available through BIROn is protected by intellectual property law, including copy-
right law.



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Anthony	 2	 24	 White	British	 Bisexual		 University	
Graduate	
Josh	 3	 24	 Black	African	 Bisexual	 University	
Graduate	
Trevor	 4	 29	 Black	African- Gay	 University	
	 160	
Caribbean	 Postgraduate	
Marcus	 n/a	 23	 Black	African-
Caribbean	
Bisexual	 Undergraduate	
Nasir	 n/a	 35	 South	Asian	 Gay	 University	
Graduate	
David	 n/a	 28	 White	British	 Gay	 University	
Postgraduate	
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Information sheet  
 
Department of Psychosocial Studies 
BIRKBECK  
University of London 
30 Russell Square 
London WC1B 5DT 
020 7079 0775 
 
Title of Study: Grinding race: interrogating the phenomenon of ‘racial 
preference’ on the MSM dating-app Grindr 
 
Name of researcher: Dominic Reilly  
 
The study is being done as part of my PhD research in the Department of 
Psychosocial Studies, Birkbeck, University of London. The study has received 
ethical approval. 
 
This study wants to explore the phenomenon of so-called ‘racial preferences’ 
in the realm of sex and relationships, examining how such preferences are 
expressed, experienced and lived-out, and how they come into being. It also 
seeks to explore this within the specific context of the MSM hook-up app, 
Grindr, considering how Grindr might act as a site of condensation and 
enactment for ‘race’ and racialising processes.  
 
If you agree to participate you will agree a convenient time and place for me 
to interview you for about an hour. You are free to stop the interview and 
withdraw at any time. 
 
Your data will kept be anonymous by immediately changing all names and 
identifying information on transcripts and will be stored on a secure external 
hard drive, which is password protected and only accessible by the 
researcher. 
 
The analysis of you participation in this study will be written up in a report of 
the study for my degree. You will not be identifiable in the write up or any 
publication which might ensue. 
 
The study is supervised by Dr Gail Lewis and Dr Bruna Seu who may be 
contacted at the above address and telephone number (you can ask to be 






Title of Study: Grinding race: interrogating the phenomenon of ‘racial 
preference’ on the MSM dating-app Grindr 
 
Name of researcher: Dominic Reilly 
 
I have been informed about the nature of this study and willingly consent to 
take part in it.  
 
I understand that I will not be made identifiable in any conversation, 
documents, publications or talk related to the research. 
 
I understand that I may withdraw from the study at any time. 
 














There should be two signed copies, one for participant, one for 
researcher. 
	
	
	
	
